340 N. Queen Street, Dover, Delaware 19904
302-734-5578
Office@cbsdover.com

Rabbi Peggy Berman de Prophetis
and
Board of Directors 2017 – 2019

Index
Rabbi’s Message

2

President’s Message

3-4

Treasurers Message

4

Book Club News

5

Jewish History Class

5

President:

Caroline Schwartz*

Vice President for Administration:

Herb Konowitz*

Vice President for Religious Affairs:

Steven Schwartz*

Vice President for Education:

Barbara White

Other Information

5

Vice President for Building:

Barry Brill

Jewish Apple Cake recipe

6

Treasurer:

Stu Handler*

February Calendar

7

Secretary:

Gwen Stubbolo

Yahrzeits

8

Cindy Konowitz*

Covered Dish Supper and
Shlicha Info

9

Dan Marelli*

Photos

10-11

Donations & Obituary

12

Trustees:

Margaret Anne Parks
Frank Zaback*
*Past Presidents

1

RABBI’S COLUMN: Rabbi Peggy de Prophetis
It’s February and love is in the air and on the bottom line. According to the
Greeting Card Association, an estimated one billion Valentine cards are
sent each year, making Valentine's Day the second largest card-sending
holiday of the year after Christmas.
This holiday was named for Saint Valentine about whom nothing factual is
known except that he was buried in Rome in the 3rd century CE on
February 14. We can only speculate how Valentine’s Day came to be
associated with love. It may have begun in 14th century England. The ritual
of sending greetings started in the 16th century.
Should Jews observe a holiday with Christian origins? According to Jewish law (based on Rabbi Moshe
Isserles, Poland, 1520-1572, Y.D. 178:1) there are four criteria that must be met in order to permit
Jewish celebration of rituals initiated by Gentiles:
1) Does the debated activity have a secular origin or value? Secular value—yes.
2) Can one rationally explain the behavior or ritual apart from the gentile holiday or event?
Yes.
3) If there are idolatrous origins, have they disappeared? Yes.
4) Are the activities actually consistent with Jewish tradition? What could be more Jewish than
love?
We are reminded to love every day of the year. In the Shema we are told to love God with all our
heart, with all our spirit, with all our might. Many congregations begin their services with the Torah’s
famous words: “Love your fellow as yourself.” And how about the sensuous love duet of the Song of
Songs which we studied last month from which come the words: “I am my beloved and my beloved is
mine”?
We even have a holiday of our own, Tu B’Av, which is set aside for love and matchmaking. According
to the Mishnah (Ta’anit 4:8), this is one of our two most important holidays, the other being Yom
Kippur!
So go ahead: phone, email, or tweet. Let people know they are loved; send cards (but only on
recycled paper—love your trees!), flowers (except those in danger of extinction), and chocolates
(especially the dark kind with those good-for-you anti-oxidants).
I would urge you to buy Jewish Valentine cards, except they don’t exist. So why not create one of your
own—Hallmark are you ready?
Your potato latkes are a treat.
Your kugel is so fine.
They make my heart go pitter pat.
Won’t Jew be mine?
B’ahavah (in love)
Rabbi Peggy Berman de Prophetis
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Happy New Year 2019!
Our last bulletin was the December through January one. There’s a lot to report!
It seems so long ago that we had the Hanukah Latke Contest. We had a wonderful turnout for that evening with
eight contest entrants who made everything from zucchini latkes to whole grain, vegan, gluten free latkes.
Besides those delicious latkes we had a marvelous spread that fifty people brought and eagerly devoured every
morsel. Some pictures of the evening are included elsewhere in this bulletin. Because this type of social event is
so popular we will be planning another covered dish supper in February at which we will entertain our
Delaware Shlicha Daniella Buchshtaber and her husband from Israel for a Friday evening. See the information
in this bulletin and sign up immediately.
Serving on Christmas Day at the Dover Interfaith Mission was a wonderful Mitzvah for Beth Sholom members
and friends. Thank you to everyone who donated food, personal items, service, and support for the crowd of
men who feasted on a wide variety of holiday dishes from turkey to sweet potatoes, and desserts. Each man
received a package of personal items and treats. Our workers enjoyed talking to the men and learning of their
misfortunes. They also gave the men hope for the future and encouraged them to seek a higher level for their
personal goals. Sometimes it is just a kind word from a stranger that will inspire someone to step towards
improving their life.
Thank you to Cindy Konowitz for all her organization and coordination of this effort. The Mission is lucky to
benefit from her continued Christmas Day Brunch Program. Kuddos to Cindy for this undertaking year after
year.
In Religious School the children explored “Biblical Fashion”. They were given swaths of fabric from which
without any sewing implements they had to create clothes such as was probably worn by our Patriarchs and
Matriarchs. This was initially a challenge, but with discussion of what kind of ways could those people clothe
themselves, it became evident that our kids are very creative. Again, there are some pictures of our children
dressed as if they just stepped out of the Bible! We put on a fashion parade for the choir who applauded the kids
successes. Who knew Religious School could be so much fun?
Our participants at Friday evening services are filling the small sanctuary and making it a happy place for
prayer and praise. We have added some new members who attend regularly and are enjoying the camaraderie of
the evening. Our hosts continue to provide delicious onegs for us to enjoy while we converse with each other.
The services each have their unique perspective with the variety of different leaders. We welcome you and your
friends and families to come to share a wonderful and meaningful evening with the group. It begins at 7:00 pm
each Friday. So, come on along and join the celebration of Shabbat.
In the upcoming month of February Gwen Stubbolo will be seeking members for the nominations committee for
the 2019-2021 Board for Beth Sholom. The current Board term ends June 14, and the new Board starts its duties
June 15. If you wish to serve either as a member of her nominations committee or as a member of the Board,
please let me know. We are always happy when people step forward to serve. There are many jobs around the
synagogue that need volunteers. We are a synagogue that runs entirely by volunteers except for our Rabbi who
continues with her contract, our secretary, and our custodian. Not sure how much you want to get involved?
There are short term positions on committees that you could fill.
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The current Board is steadily working on security issues and ensuring the safety of all within our synagogue.
We have appointed Trustee Ernesto Rivera as our Security Officer and he is heading a committee to determine
our needs and best practices for keeping us safe. Should you arrive for an event ten minutes past the scheduled
time, ring the doorbell. We are regularly locking the doors ten minutes after the beginning of all programs and
services. Someone will attend to you. We also need you to be vigilant and report any unusual activity around
the synagogue or in the synagogue while programs are in progress. Don’t hesitate to seek a board member and
report to them your concerns. It is everyone’s responsibility to take care of our members and guests.
In May we are planning a program to commemorate the Shoah. If you could help with the planning, please let
me know. Cantor George and Carole Mason will be guiding us to plan and implement a program most fitting
and tasteful for our community to renew the memory of the horrific events during that time period. We need
your ideas too.
Thank you to all those people who attended the Jewish Federation of Delaware dinner on January 25 at Beth El.
We had a nice number of representatives attend and show that there are Jews in Central Delaware that support
Federation and the Jewish Community downstate. Super Sunday January 27 was the statewide solicitation from
Federation. I hope you were able to pledge and donate fairly. We receive a small grant from Federation from
which we use to support paid programming for the community outreach. Herb Konowitz is on the Federation
Board.
My hope for all of you is that you get through these bad weather days with good health. The illnesses that we
are being exposed to are taking their toll on a lot of people. Take care of yourself and put on a pot of chicken
soup. Not only is it good for a cold, but it also warms the soul. Jewish soul food! Be well and enjoy celebrating
Shabbat with the rest of us. See you at the shul.

Caroline B. Schwartz

TREASURER’S MESSAGE
By now you should have received your 2018 Tax Letters. Also included was a
current statement balance.
Please don’t hesitate to contact me if there are any questions or concerns.

Stu Handler
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BOOK CLUB NEWS
Our newly formed book club has decided to be referred to as:
“THE TEA LEAF READERS”
On January 6, The Other Einstein by Marie Benedict was discussed. The book had some
interesting aspects. We learned mostly about Albert Einstein’s first wife, Mileva, and how she
lived in her husband’s shadow. The major theme of this book is still an issue for women today.
Our tea leaf readers are not recommending this book.
The Tea Leaf Readers’ next selection will be: A Backpack, A Bear and Eight Crates of Vodka by
Lev Golinkin. We will meet to discuss this book on Sunday, February 10th at 1:00 pm in the
synagogue. Please join us! For more information, contact Nancy at nfrankl@comcast.net.
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JEWISH HISTORY CLASS WITH BURT BRENMAN
The next Jewish History Classes will be on the third Sunday of February, February 17 at 10:00
am. This is a change from the usual fourth Sunday. Please note the change. More information
is available from Burt Brenman by contacting him at burtrehab@gmail.com
*
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Greetings and Happy New Year from Jeanine Kleimo, Dover Interfaith Mission for Housing!
A new house is being set up for five formerly-homeless adults. Donations of furniture and
housewares are needed along with linens and blankets. Dover Interfaith is also setting up a new
facility for 17 to 20 men and is in need of dressers as well as dishes and housewares. Items can
be dropped off at the Dover Interfaith Mission on 684 Forest Street, during business hours. If
you have furniture and would like us to pick it up, please call the office at 736-3600.
********
Did your ancestor serve in the Civil War?
Help us complete The Shapell Project, a comprehensive database of Jewish-American soldiers
and sailors who fought in the Civil War for both the Union and the Confederacy. Our
searchable database, which will be free to the public online, will go live with a limited set of
records in 2019. As we complete additional research, more records will become available.
Make sure your ancestor is on the list! Contact Eliza, eliza@shapell.org, to connect.
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JEWISH APPLE CAKE RECIPE
By: Rabbi de Prophetis
Ingredients:
For the Apples:
4 large or 6 small firm apples, peeled and thinly sliced
3 tablespoons sugar
1 tablespoon cinnamon
For the Cake Batter:
3 cups unsifted flour
5 unbeaten eggs
2 1/2 cups sugar
1/3 cup orange juice
1 tablespoon baking powder
1 tablespoon pure vanilla extract
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 cup oil (such as expeller-pressed canola, grapeseed, or walnut)
Preparation:
Preheat the oven to 350° (If you are using a dark or nonstick pan, reduce the heat by 25° F). Grease and flour a
tube pan with a removable bottom, making sure to tap out excess flour.
In a large bowl, combine the apple slices, cinnamon and sugar. Toss together gently, making sure the apples
are well coated with the cinnamon and sugar, and set aside.
In another large bowl, whisk together the flour, sugar, baking powder, and salt. Add the oil, eggs, orange juice,
and vanilla, and beat just until smooth. The batter will be very thick.
Pour about 1/3 of the batter into the prepared tube pan. If necessary, use a spatula to spread the batter so it
covers the bottom of the pan. Layer about 1/3 of the apple slices over the batter. Repeat with another layer of
batter, then apples, then batter.
Arrange the final layer of apples decoratively in concentric circles over the batter, overlapping the apple slices
slightly (they will spread out as the cake bakes). Drizzle the cake with a bit of the remaining cinnamon sugar
"syrup" from the apple bowl.
Place the cake on a cookie sheet or on top of a piece of foil to catch any drips, and bake in the center of the
preheated oven for 1 1/2 to 1 3/4 hours, or until a tester comes out clean and the top of the cake has a golden
"crust."
Allow the cake to cool in the pan on a wire rack. When cool, run a knife or spatula around the edge of the pan,
and remove the outside of the cake pan. Gently run a knife or spatula between the cake and the pan bottom
to loosen. Invert the cake over a plate and remove the pan bottom (the cake will be upside down on the
plate.) Place a cake plate face down on the bottom side of the cake, and holding both plates, flip the cake, so it
is right-side (apple-side) up. Enjoy!
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FEBRUARY SHEVAT - ADAR 5779
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1:00 pm
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Tuesday

Adar

Adar

16

11

Adar

23 Rabbi

Covered Dish
Supper 5pm setup. 6pm dinner.
Shabbat Service
7:00 pm
Special Guest:
Shlicha

Torah Service
9:45 am
Kiddush Lunch
followed by
Afternoon Class

17

18

Adar

Adar

19

Adar

20

Adar

21 Adar

22

Adar

23

Adar

YAHRZEITS
SHEVAT (FEBRUARY 1-5)

29 Shevat
29 Shevat
30 Shevet

Nathan Eisenberg
Barney Wolin
Max Glass

No Pl
No Pl
No Pl

ADAR (FEBRUARY 1-23)

1 Adar
2 Adar
3 Adar
3 Adar
4 Adar
5 Adar
5 Adar
5 Adar
5 Adar
7 Adar (II)
8 Adar
9 Adar
9 Adar
10 Adar (II)
12 Adar
12 Adar
12 Adar (II)
13 Adar
14 Adar
16 Adar
16 Adar
16 Adar
17 Adar
18 Adar (II)
18 Adar
19 Adar
20 Adar
21 Adar
21 Adar

Ida Cohen

No Pl

Irving (Yitzhak) Fromowitz

No Pl

George Weiner
Bd 3 R3
Joshua Szechtman
No Pl
Louis Winter
No Pl
Mitzi Margolis
No Pl
N. Robert Schiff
Bd2 R2
Abraham Levine
No Pl
Paula Bess Zuckerman
No Pl
Helen Winston
Bd 3 R3
Rose Wolf
No Pl
Frederick Moss
Bd 2 R2
Milton Carl Lundy
Bd 3 R4
Goldie Brenman
Solomon Levitt
Bd 2 R5
Bessie Wolfe
No Pl
Joseph J. Wolfe
No Pl
Linda Konowitz
Pl Bd 3
Dora Wolin
No Pl
William Chipman
Bd 3 R5
Shirley Breindel
Bd 3 R3
Aaron Levitt
Bd 2 R5
Sharon Koch
Harriet Mermelstein Salkin Bd 3 R3
Pearl A. Kane
Samuel Silverman
Sol Bloomfield
no pl
Perle Gitlin
Edith Goldstein
No Pl
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21 Adar
22 Adar
22 Adar
22 Adar
22 Adar
23 Adar (II)
23 Adar
23 Adar

Deborah Moss
Edward Holtzman
Sophie Gordon
Jack Freedman
Michelle Lee Barros
Evelyn Colten
Ralph Faber
Esther Halpern

Bd 2 R2
Bd 1 R2
Bd 3 R5
Bd 2 R2
Bd 3 R5
No Pl
Bd 2 R3

Please bring a covered dish of your choice to compliment the main course of
9 up is at 5:00 pm. Dinner at 6:00 pm
eggplant parmesan and baked ziti. Set
followed by a short Shabbat Service. Then Daniella will present her program
about her experiences as the Shlicha in Delaware.

RSVP TO SYNAGOGUE OFFICE 302-734-5578
HANUKAH 2018 LATKE CONTEST AND COVERED DISH SUPPER
WITH SPECIAL VISITORS FROM HARTLY CHURCH

Religious School Fun with “Biblical Fashion”
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TU B’SHVAT SEDER PLANNED AND CONDUCTED BY
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL STUDENTS


IN MEMORY DONATIONS
Agnes Heather In memory of Mort Gordon
Barry Brill In memory of Mort Gordon
Caren and Mike Bianco In memory of Mort Gordon
Cheri F. Bragg In memory of Mort Gordon
Myra Brown Choir donation In Memory of Loretta Brown
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IT IS WITH MUCH SADNESS THAT WE INCLUDE THIS INFORMATION
Morton Gordon (1924 - 2019)
DOVER - Morton Gordon passed away Monday, Jan. 7, 2019.
Mr. Gordon was born Aug. 16, 1924, in Chestertown, Md. to the late Harry Gordon
and Sophie Turbin Gordon. He was the youngest of seven children, born 2 ½ lbs., a
story that he loved to share, especially in his later years.
His senior year of high school he was drafted into the Army, during World War II. In 2002 he was
honored with his high school diploma from Chestertown High School. Mr. Gordon's parents
moved from Chestertown, Md. to Cheswold where they established a salvage business. Shortly
thereafter, he met the love of his life, Marilyn Gross, and the two married in 1948. Together
they owned a small business in downtown Dover, on Loockerman Street, Mort's Delicatessen;
they owned the business 36 years. The delicatessen was the first to bring bagels, a little piece of
New York, to Dover as was their plan.
Mr. Gordon loved bowling and was on a team for as long as anyone can remember, he bowled
strikes until he was 88 years old. He was a past member of the Dover's Elk Lodge BPOE 1903.
Mr. Gordon was an active member of the men's club of Congregation Beth Shalom and Dover
Little League. He was an avid Phillie's Fan, enjoyed playing horseshoes and loved watching his
grandchildren participate in sports and other activities.
Mr. Gordon was predeceased by his wife, siblings and parents.
He is survived by his son, Stephen (Michele) Gordon; daughters, Louise (Joe) Kotarba, Brenda
(David) Jaffe; grandchildren, Daniel (Lori) Gordon, David (Jennifer) Gordon, Amanda (Joe)
Maslak, Neal Aultman, Rachel Aultman, Micah Jaffe, Eli Jaffe, Kelly Leeds and Matt Leeds; greatgrandchildren, Sarah, Jacob, Brooks and Juliette Gordon, and Olivia, Gemma and Benjamin
Maslak, Collin and Riley Leeds.
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In lieu of flowers, the family suggests that memorial contributions be sent to the Congregation
Beth Sholom, 340 N. Queen St., Dover, DE 19904 in Mort's memory.
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