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HELP NEEDED:
We are only a month away from organizing our Christmas Day dinner for the Interfaith Shelter. Please
help us by collecting personal grooming items, both for men and women especially feminine hygiene
supplies, new or gently used winter clothes, shoes/boots, gloves, hats, coats, etc. that we can deliver to
the shelter and Code Purple facilities. Please do not bring these items to the synagogue. We also will
plan to conduct a food drive in early December, as well as arrange for the cooked hot meal for the men
that we have done for so many years on Christmas Day. If you would prefer to make a monetary
donation, please feel free but indicate your intent on your check. We will need volunteers to pick up
and deliver these items on a date chosen in December. Needed immediately is someone to coordinate
this effort. Please call the office to volunteer. Several of us will help but we can’t do it by ourselves.
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RABBI’S COLUMN:
Rabbi Peggy Berman deProphetis
Last year I began my November column as follows:

“What a difference a virus makes! Last year [2019] at this time on American
Thanksgiving we gathered in person with our families and friends to share a
turkey and an abundance of side-dishes and desserts. This year [2020], many of us will gather
virtually.” Our dinners were scaled down. How do we make turkey for just two? What do we do with
the leftovers? We were still figuring out how to share the day on Zoom. A lot of trial and error. But we
discovered something good. Our relatives in California, France, or South Africa could now join us as
virtual attendees.
This year, thanks to Covid vaccinations, many of us will be able to share our turkey in person and
there will be fewer subsequent days of eating it. Thanksgiving will seem more “normal,” more like it
used to be. However, there will probably be another guest at the table this year and maybe every
year going forward--our laptops or notebooks. With Zoom we can welcome family and friends from
near and far who would otherwise be unable to attend. Most of us are now old hands at Zoom, so we
can relax and enjoy the day instead of getting nervous about the technology.
Since gratitude is the Jewish way, I would like to express my gratitude to Zoom and to those who
have made Zoom work for us. Zoom has allowed our community to flourish religiously and socially.
Might I even add that Zooming has increased the number of ways in which we can get together. It has
enabled us to involve more people. It has inspired us to try new things and add different programs.
So from my family to yours, I wish you a holiday filled with good thoughts, good companionship, good
food, and few technological problems. I enjoy being your rabbi and I add my thanks to you for being
such a wonderful congregation.
Happy Thanksgiving, חג הודיה שמח, chag hodaya sameiach!

Rabbi Peggy Berman deProphetis

Treasurers Report
Please remember to return your 2021-22 Membership commitment forms which were sent with return envelope for your convenience.
Also, your Kol Nidre Pledge card may be included in the same envelope if you wish. Most people have already done this and I thank
you. We really count on your responsiveness each new year and hope it is a good and healthy one for you and your family.
Continue to bring your Redner’s receipts into the synagogue. There is a basket at the window in the office. We receive a percentage of
the total amount of purchases. Remember we need the entire receipt, don’t tear any section off. Only by using your Redner’s membership
card will it register the save-a-tape amount. If not, then your receipt and all your efforts are invalid for this program. This has been a
terrific fundraiser for the Congregation. Noble’s Pond residents have contributed many dollars to Beth Sholom through the Redner’s
program. Thank you to those of you who are leading this collection at your clubhouse. If you also can conduct a community drive, all
your efforts are very thankfully received. These dollars make a wonderful addition to our income.
If there are any concerns or questions, please contact me.

by Stu Handler
2

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
by Caroline B. Schwartz

What’s new you ask? Well, if you haven’t been in the synagogue within the past couple of weeks, then some doors are new. The
main and small sanctuary doors have been changed out to install solid heavy metal doors that provide more protection in case of trouble.
The first FEMA/DEMA grant included funding for these. Also installed several weeks ago were the new bookshelves in our new library
space and library table was delivered last week. Ricky Lau has handcrafted the shelves and table from beautiful hardwood.
The new library computer has been purchased and is presently being programmed with the library management program to catalogue
all the materials that are going into the new library. This will be an arduous job, but several people have volunteered to help so we can
get this done.
We conducted our Fall Congregational Membership Meeting in October and approved the budget. Some of our members met at my
house for Tea and Talk and to make a memory wire bracelet, pictures elsewhere in this bulletin. Thank you to Marlane Bloomfield for
showing us how. All had a great time schmoozing and beading. We hope to do more small get togethers soon, so keep watching for
announcements.
The freezer took its last breaths early in October. Unable to fix it any more we decided it would be best to purchase an upright freezer
later when we need to have it. (Would you be willing to cover this cost?) Right now the kitchen remains closed and no plans to use it
are on the horizon. Not until we can be more reassured the Covid situation is safer.
I have been attending USCJ President meetings on zoom. United Synagogue for Conservative Judaism is our parent organization. The
leadership has changed considerably over the past few years and more outreach to member synagogues is happening. We have had
many security training sessions as well as sessions with other focused topics in which a few of our Board leadership have participated.
I recently attended another President’s forum. It was interesting to compare our HHD activities of our small shul with what the larger
and more prosperous ones reported. We have some of the same problems, but a much closer connection with our congregants, which is
very rewarding. We listen to everyone, and try our best to accommodate all sides of the question with our Board actions. Let me say
our policies have not caused the rifts that some of those larger ones have experienced due to their mandating Covid restrictions and
limiting attendance based on vaccination status. Some of the Presidents stated they had lost members. I think we operate on a higher
plain with everyone in mind. The Board does not feel it should dictate, but allow persons to make their own plans based on personal
preference. We have gone to extreme expense and time-consuming installation to provide you with the alternative to live attendanceon Zoom. So far, people have been fairly happy to make their own choices. Please understand how the alternative can affect others and
cause discontent. I do hope you feel confident in your decision. We are all under the same pressure to get past this pandemic and
hopefully return to a normalcy that we have not had in so long. Whether you are vaccinated or not the important thing is that you should
always do what keeps you and others safest.
This is what I wrote in the spring of 2020 as the Pandemic was beginning:
“Congregation Beth Sholom is still surviving because of you. We are connecting via ZOOM and keeping our weekly services,
Rabbi’s engagements, and choir practices active. Our hearts are open for good news that the light at the end of the tunnel is
getting closer. Surviving the negative reports by the media that can make our days turn into weeks in an endless abyss of tragic
news is difficult. There are some positive highlights bringing some relief to our anxieties that are occurring with news of
favorable results from clinical trials being conducted for medicines to ease recovery or hopeful methods to lessen the suffering
of patients. But it is still not good news in Delaware with the numbers of cases now rising dramatically and many being tested
are positive for the virus. There is still an unacceptable balance of good vs bad in the progression of this virus.
We have to remember together we will overcome this. We need to keep our faith in those working to develop the necessary
medicines. We need to pray for the people on the front lines. We need to support each other with comforting words and
actions. We are resourceful people with hearts of gold and community commitment to help each other. All our teachings tell
us that we are here for each other and history shows us many survival stories of the Jewish people through the ages. Can you
imagine 40 years of wandering in the desert without CNN or FOXNEWS or email to tell us what the rest of the world is doing?
That story equates well to our predicament but it has only been 40 or so days. Although it may seem like an eternity.“
AND IT SEEMS LIKE IT HAS BEEN AN ETERNITY!
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Can you believe November not only has Thanksgiving November 25 but Hanukah begins the following weekend on Sunday November
28! People are asking if we are going to have a program for Hanukah. What can I say? Perhaps for Sunday December 5 we could
arrange a simple get together to have a little celebration, light candles together, sing some songs, and perhaps have a silent auction as in
the past? What would you support? It wouldn’t be too difficult to arrange if several people would step forward to take a part in the
planning and setting up. Can you let me know soon? If the weather were mild we could move it outdoors! Can’t count on that of
course! But perhaps you have some good ideas.
We have some crafty people in our midst and are trying to coordinate some social sessions to make and take. Also, I would be interested
to have a game night to find out who and what games you like to play. Years ago we had a group that got together fairly regularly to
play Rumikub, taking turns at each others’ homes. And Bunco was a game that many in Newcomers Club played very regularly. Do
you like Scrabble? Once a month getting together for an hour or so would be nice for us as we are going into the doldrums of darkness!
(I don’t like the shorter days either! Makes me want to sleep more!)
What time of the day works well for you, how many times—weekly, monthly? Impromptu? When? At your house? Can someone
please step forward to do the arranging? You can be called the “Social Secretary”!
The local playhouses are beginning to become more active. Perhaps we could book a group to either The Patchwork Playhouse (Dover),
Second street Players (Milford), or Possum Point (Georgetown). What do you think? Can you check them out and see what is playing
and when? With the time change we could now do a Saturday evening. Sunday matinees are good too.
This past week I attended a symposium which included one of our ‘children of CBS’ Laura Levitt at which she and the two other
panelists--an esteemed Judaic scholar and a Jewish Museum Conservator discussed “The Objects That Remain: The Ethics of Tending
to Sacred Objects", the title taken from Laura’s recently published book.
We had a program a few years ago for which many of us shared religious objects from our past, grandmother’s candlesticks, prayer
books, etc. This was an interesting discussion by the panelists, but especially interesting as Laura was from our community and actually
one of my first third grade students! Now she is Laura Levitt, Professor and Department Chair of Religion, Jewish Studies, and Gender
at Temple University. She is also the author of American Jewish Loss After the Holocaust and Jews and Feminism: The Ambivalent
Search for Home.
Also this week I attended a meeting of Federation Leadership Members invited to learn about the Brandeis study that is getting underway.
I have included the article about this study for you to learn what it is going to be asking and what we can do to facilitate the gathering
of real facts and relevant information to give us an idea of how many Jewish people now reside in our state. The study has not been
done since 1995 and with the times and growth of our population, it is important to realize just how many Jewish people are now living
in Delaware—affiliated and non-affiliated.
Please cooperate with the requests that you receive. If you would like to know more, contact me. If you would be interested, we can
have an informative program to explain what we all need to do to implement the fact finding. Let me know.
“Today is the first day of the rest of your life” Make it meaningful!

Caroline Schwartz, President
******************************************************************************************************
To be published in The Jewish Voice December 2021:

2022 Delaware Jewish Community Study – Collecting, Analyzing, and Synthesizing Contemporary Data
for Making Informed Decisions.
By Seth J. Katzen, President & CEO
Jewish Federation of Delaware is sponsoring a population study of the Jewish community in Delaware and
the Brandywine Valley. Studies like this are conducted by Jewish communities all over the Un ited States
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to estimate the size and characteristics of the local Jewish community and to assist Jewish communal
organizations to make well-informed, data-driven decisions for the benefit of the entire community. The
study will be conducted by the Cohen Center for Modern Jewish Studies at Brandeis University, one of the
leading social science research centers in the world that focuses on contemporary Jewish life.
The last community study by Jewish Federation of Delaware was conducted in 1995 and focused onl y on
Delaware. The new study will cover not only Delaware but also the adjacent parts of Pennsylvania known
as the Brandywine Valley. We know the community has experienced significant changes in the past 27
years, and we look forward to learning what the new study tells us.
Beginning in January 2022, you may be contacted by the Cohen Center or their research partners at the
University of New Hampshire Survey Center to complete a survey. If you are chosen at random to
participate in the study, you may receive letters, phone calls, and/or emails from the Cohen Center or
UNH. If you receive a phone call from UNH at 603-397-0660, or an email from Brandeis at
noreply@qemailserver.com or delawarestudy@brandeis.edu, it is probably about the study. Survey
responses will be confidential, and findings will be reported only in the aggregate. The more households
that participate, the more information will be available to help Jewish organizations in the community
make data-driven decisions about the future.
You can read more about the study on the Cohen Center's website
at: https://www.brandeis.edu/ssri/communitystudies/delaware.html
To learn more about participating in the study, please see Cohen Center's FAQ
at: https://www.brandeis.edu/ssri/communitystudies/faqsurvey.html
The 2022 Delaware Jewish Community Study is being co-chaired by Leslie Newman and Richard Levine
with a Steering Committee comprised of community leadership.
If you have questions about the study, please contact Seth J. Katzen (seth@shalomdel.org), President &
CEO of the Jewish Federation of Delaware, Hilary Stiebel, Community Study Coordinator
(hilary@shalomdel.org) or Prof. Matthew Boxer (mboxer@brandeis.edu), who is leading the research
team for the study. Results of the study will be available in the late summer of 2022.

November Simchas:
We are sending wishes for a Happy Birthday and a Good Year to
November 2 Ilana Levine; November 9 Clyde Bragg; November 13 Cheri Bragg and Bryan Kobza; November
19 Steven Schwartz; November 24 Erik Retzlaf; November 25 Dara Rivera and Michael Mensch; November 27
Carole Mason; November 30 Allen Weinstein. WOW that’s a LOT of CAKE!!! Enjoy.
And celebrating their Anniversary November 24 are Myna German and Erv Schleifer! Happy Anniversary and
many more.

Mazel Tov and Siman Tov for another year in
Good Health.

If you know of anyone needing a call or a card, please let Anne Parks
know at luckyladyane@gmail.com
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NOVEMBER 2021
Sunday

7
DAYLIGHT
SAVINGS
TIME ENDS

Monday
1
Board
Mtg
6:30 pm

26 Cheshvan
8

Tuesday
2
NO CHOIR

27 Cheshvan
9
Choir 6:00 pm

Wednesday
3

Thursday
4

28 Cheshvan
10

29 Cheshvan
11

Kristalnacht
Remembrance
Day

Friday
5
Shabbat Svc
Leader: Geo
&
Carole Mason
7:00 pm
HYBRID
ROSH
CHODESH
1 Kislev
12
RABBI
Shabbat Svc
Leader:
Rabbi Peggy
7:00 pm
HYBRID

Saturday
6

2 Kislev
13 RABBI
Torah Svc 9:45 am
Class
Discussion
following
HYBRID

3 Kislev

4 Kislev

5 Kislev

6 Kislev

7 Kislev

8 Kislev

9 Kislev

14 RABBI
Morning
Minyan
9:30am
Class 1030 am

15

16
Choir 6:00 pm

17

18

19
Shabbat Svc
Leader: Barry
Brill
7:00 pm
HYBRID

20

10 Kislev
21

11 Kislev
22

12 Kislev
23

13 Kislev
24

14 Kislev
25

15 Kislev
26
Shabbat Svc
Leader: Steve
Schwartz
7:00 pm
ZOOM ONLY
22 Kislev

16 Kislev
27

Thanksgiving

17 Kislev

18 Kislev
29

19 Kislev
30
Choir 6:00 pm

25 Kislev

26 Kislev

20 Kislev

21 Kislev

23 Kislev

*Are you interested: Walk On Wednesday Tour@ The Biggs Museum:
Wednesdays from 11AM – Noon – call our synagogue office if interested, leave name and contact info and
more directions will be sent.
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YAHRZEITS for NOVEMBER
26 Cheshvan
27 Cheshvan
27 Cheshvan
30 Cheshvan

Fannie Silverman
Julius Meyer Rubin
Reva Saltzberg
Paula Freedman

No Pl
No Pl
No Pl
No Pl

1 Kislev
1 Kislev
1 Kislev
3 Kislev
4 Kislev
4 Kislev
5 Kislev
5 Kislev
5 Kislev
6 Kislev
7 Kislev
7 Kislev
8 Kislev
8 Kislev
8 Kislev
8 Kislev
8 Kislev
9 Kislev
9 Kislev
10 Kislev
11 Kislev
11 Kislev
11 Kislev
11 Kislev
12 Kislev
12 Kislev
13 Kislev
13 Kislev
14 Kislev
15 Kislev
17 Kislev
18 Kislev
21 Kislev
22 Kislev
22 Kislev
25 Kislev
26 Kislev
26 Kislev
26 Kislev

KISLEV
Phyllis Levitt
No Pl
Sanford Albert Solomon
Bd 3 R2
Paul Kramer
Bd 3 R1
Ralph I. Estreich
Bd 3 R2
Edward Levin
No Pl
Samuel Spector
No Pl
Gerald Dougherty
No Pl
Esther Kramer
No Pl
David Scott King
No Pl
Lester Little
No Pl
Irving Breindel
Bd 3 R3
Henrietta Brenman
No Pl
Jennie Cohen Chasanov
No Pl
Olive Allen
NO PL
Etta Kurlander
No Pl
Ruth Leskiwec
No Pl
Frank Newman
No Pl
Anna Goldblum
NO PL
Barbara Wohlstein
No Pl
Clara Perelmuter
Bd 2 R2
Julius Klein
Bd 3 R1
Jacob Baker
No Pl
Benjamin Bolasny
No Pl
Gerda Schleifer
No Pl
Sol M. Mersky
Bd 1 R2
Florence Halpern
No Pl
Benjamin Seigel
No Pl
Rena Kushner Mori
No Pl
Abram Louis Spector
Bd 3 R2
Sol Koch
No Pl
Julius Weinstein
No Pl
Sadie Freedman
Bd 3 R5
William Sol Silverman
No Pl
Yetta Davidoff
Bd 2 R1
Marvin Bachrad
No Pl
Mary Knopf Lachman
Bd 2 R1
Victoria Boyd
Bd 3 R5
Jerome Sidney Fox
No Pl
Lillian Cohen Baker
No Pl
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Yahrzeit Reminders:
During the next month we will be instituting a new feature for Yahrzeit notification. It is customary in many
synagogues to send out reminders of upcoming yahrzeits to members. We used to do this years ago. Because
the records are still being updated at the synagogue we are working to establish a comprehensive and correct
accounting of those who we have on our list and the family members who are still around. Unfortunately, time
and damage have lost a lot of our records into oblivion and so with what we are able to piece together and any
information you can provide we hope to accomplish this task over the next year, month by month. Whether you
are new or a long-time member we hope to include all your family members in our monthly list. Please give us
your information or correct any misinformation or let us know if you have connections to others who used to be
members and who we should remember. You can let the office know and that information will be forwarded to
me or to the people who are volunteering to work on this task with me. Thanks for your patience. Caroline S.
*******************************************************************************************************************
Rabbi Peggy included the following for you.
Chanukah begins Sunday night, November 28th. Very appropriately, this is Thanksgiving weekend. Chanukah gives us
another reason to be grateful. What do we know about Chanukah?
First: Although Chanukah is celebrated in the US as an important holiday, it is not a biblical holiday. The story is related
in the books of Maccabees which can be found in a collection called the Apocrypha. Books 1 and 2 of the Maccabees are
included in the Catholic Bible.
Second: Why did the Maccabees fight? Were they fighting for religious freedom or against Jews who assimilated?
Antiochus IV, who ruled the Syrian-dominated Seleucid empire which included Judea at that time, tried to unify his
kingdom by enforcing a shared common culture and worship of the same gods. He actively encouraged Hellenization
(adopting Greek ways and Greek religion). He also tried to quash Jewish religious practice. On the 25th of the Jewish
month of Kislev 168 BCE, he marched into Jerusalem, vandalized the Temple, erected an idol on the altar, and desecrated
its holiness with the blood of pigs. He decreed that studying Torah, observing the Sabbath, and circumcising Jewish boys
were punishable by death. Nevertheless, some Jews studied Torah, observed the Sabbath, and circumcised their male
babies. When caught, they were put to death. These were the first martyrs in Jewish history.
Third: Why do we burn oil/ candles in the menorah for eight nights? The early histories of the Maccabean revolt, like that
of the first century’s Jewish-Roman historian Josephus, do not mention the miracle of the oil. We only hear about it
several hundred years later in the Talmud, Shabbat 12b. On the other hand, Pesikta Rabbati 2:1 (a 9th century midrashic
commentary) mentions 8 iron rods or spears found in the Temple which they grooved out and made into lights. Nothing
about miraculous oil. Or, do we owe the eight days to the model of the biblical holiday of Sukkot, an idea presented in the
Second Book of Maccabees? “The twenty-fifth of Kislev [Chanukah] the purification of the Temple… celebrate it as the
holiday of Tabernacles [Sukkot] and fire.” (1:18)
Fourth: Is it a celebration of human courage or a miracle brought about by God’s intervention? The rabbis of the Talmud
played down the military aspect of the holiday for a variety of reasons. They recalled some of the descendants of the
Maccabees who as kings had sometimes killed Pharisees (those representing one of two important schools of thought in
Second Temple times, the other being the Sadducees) and were power hungry. They also remembered the revolt of Bar
Kochba in 132-135 CE, a devastatingly unsuccessful attempt by Jews to remove the Romans from Judea. The rabbis
concluded that it was not up to man but up to God to restore the Jewish people to their land and provide for their personal
safety.
In our time we too have re-interpreted Chanukah. In Israel it is celebrated by many as a political holiday, one that deals
with national restoration. In the US we have changed both the importance of the holiday and the way it is celebrated,
probably because of its proximity to Christmas. No longer a minor holiday for most Jews, Chanukah is often an occasion
for the giving of gifts, not just the giving of Chanukah gelt. In some families presents are exchanged not just once during
the holiday but every night.
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How to set up and light the Chanukah candles:
On the first night, one sets up the candle on the right side of the menorah (from the perspective of the person facing
or lighting the menorah), because the right side always takes precedence over the left. On the second night, one sets
up the new candle to the left of the first one, and after reciting the berakhot, one lights the new candle first, followed
by the one to its right. There are two reasons for this. 1) It is preferable to begin with the new candle, which
symbolizes the increasing greatness of the miracle. 2) After lighting the leftmost candle, one will have to turn to his
right in order to light the next candle, and the Sages teach that when one turns, it is preferable that one turn to the
right. On each subsequent night, one adds a new candle to the left of the candles he lit on the previous nights and
lights the new one first. Then, he turns to the right and lights the rest. When reciting the berakhot, it is proper to
stand to the left of the menorah so that the closest candle will be the one he lights first. This way, one avoids skipping
over the other candles in order to light the new one.

Blessings for Hanukkah:
Baruch atah Adonai Eloheinu Melech ha-olam, asher kid'shanu b-mitzvotav, v-tzivanu l'hadlik ner shel Hanukkah.
Blessed are you, Our God, Ruler of the Universe, who makes us holy through Your commandments, and commands us to
light the Hanukkah lights.
Baruch atah Adonai Eloheinu Melech ha-olam, she-asah nisim la-avoteinu v-imoteinu ba- yamim ha-heim ba-z’man ha-zeh.
Blessed are you, Our God, Ruler of the Universe, who performed miracles for our ancestors in their days at this season.
On the first night of Hanukkah, a third prayer is said, "Baruch atah adonai eloheinu melech ha'olam, shehecheyanu,
v'kiyimanu, v'higiyanu lazman hazeh." This translates to "Praised are you, our God, ruler of the universe, who has given us
life and sustained us and enabled us to reach this season."
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Some of us got together for making our
memory wire bracelets. Here are Barbara
White and Anne Parks.

……. Choosing beads—not as easy as you think!

Just choose your beads, arrange your pattern, thread them on your
memory wire, and voila you have a memory wire bracelet! That is-- if
you can find the hole in the beads and they stay on your wire!
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Marlane Bloomfield showing a simple
knotting trick using a length of straw and
hemp cording. Fascinating!

Ladies please come again and make more jewelry. Let’s get together again soon. If you missed this
session, please come next time. We had such a great time chatting and sharing stories and
experiences. The desserts were delicious too. Thank you to those who provided such great sweets.
Thanks to Lucy Mehl for her recipe for Delicious Potato Chip Cookies that have a sweet and salty
flavor. Marlane provided her flourless chocolate cake recipe in a previous issue of our bulletin. We
also enjoyed wonderful lemon cookies from Marlane. And carrot cake from the German Bakery!
Potato Chip Cookies
Preheat Oven 350 degrees
½ C sugar
1C butter room temperature
2 C flour
1 tsp vanilla
1-1/4C crushed potato chips (not ruffles)
Mix well. Place 1-1/2 tsp mounds on ungreased cookie sheet. Bake 12-15 minutes.
I bet you can’t just eat one!
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Shalom from Beth Sholom
Congregation Beth Sholom
340 North Queen Street
Dover, DE 19904

We’re on the Web!
Visit us at
www. cbsdover.net
E-MAIL: office@cbsdover.com
Phone: (302) 734-5578
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